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HEADLINE: ENUM May Be Key To Long Term Content Concerns, Panelists Say

BODY:
ORLANDO -- Electronic Numbering (ENUM), a protocol system that unites telephone systems with the Internet, "touches on politics and national sovereignty as much as technology issues," said Manuel Vexler, vp, International Packet Communications Consortium (IPCC), at the CompTel convention here Tues.

Most VoIP companies have been to ready to go it alone without partnering pacts, said Dennis Morton, Global Crossing vp-product commercialization. While most VoIP carriers aren't agreeing to peering arrangements, they will when they realize that such structures let them focus on transitioning customers from TDN networks to IP. A major issue to be resolved across the industry is security -- against fraud, denial-of-service attacks, spamming and spoofing. SIP is the key to resolving this and other issues, Morton said. 

We have the Internet, but no public applications network for IP communications, according to Tom Kershaw, VeriSign vp-next-generation services. And some PSTNs don't properly handle IP, he said. There's no public Internet, but there is peer-to-peer occurring under carriers' noses and a conglomeration of private networks, Kershaw said, suggesting a real market need such as for a public IP network. There may be "10 different standards and 100 different versions" of SIP, but that's a good thing, he said, since it's more "public" and lets firms handle customer billing and related matters. But ENUM is the wave of the future for billing, security and other major interconnectivity issues, he said: "I love ENUM and ENUM loves me."

ENUM raises the big question of who owns which addresses and which directories, Kershaw said. Austria, Australia, and S. Korea lead the world in cultivating public ENUM practices, he said, though the volume of data on those networks is small. In Japan, ENUM isn't even relevant to VoIP yet, he said, and the U.S. also is far behind.

That situation won't last because "Eminem and 50 Cent make more money off ENUM than all the carriers combined. Why? Because they sell ringtones and wallpapers," Kershaw said. Such distribution demands well-run ENUM address directories, and as more content moves in that direction, so will U.S. networks, he said: "If ENUM doesn't work, there's a 14-year-old somewhere that doesn't have the new Eminem song on his mobile phone." And that, Kershaw said, should scare everyone. -- Ian Martinez


